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Provincial Government Insurance

Saskatchewan.—The Saskatchewan Government Insurance Office, a Crown corpora~-
tion established by the Saskatchewan Government Insurance Act, 1944, commenced busi-
nessin May 1945. It deals in all types of insurance other than sickness and life. The aim
of the legislation is to provide residents of the province with low-cost insurance designed
for their particular needs. Rates are based on loss experience in Saskatchewan only and
the surplus is invested, to the extent possible, within the province. Premium income for
1963 amounted to $9,767,855 and earned surplus to $334,738. The total amount made
available to the Government of Saskatchewan since the beginning of government insurance
operations in 1945 to Dec. 31, 1963, was $4,609,077. Assets at the latter date were
$19,267,375, of which $12,700,000 were invested in bonds and debentures issued by Saskat-
chewan schools, municipalities, hospitals and the province. Independent insurance agents
numbering 573 sell government insurance throughout the province.

The Automobile Accident Insurance Act, which became effective Apr. 1, 1946, is
administered by the Saskatchewan Government Insurance Office. It establishes a com-
pulsory automatic insurance plan designed to provide a reasonable minimum of compensa-
tion for losses arising from motor vehicle accidents regardless of fault. It also provides
public liability insurance, with an inclusive limit of $35,000 for bodily injury and property
damage, as well as comprehensive and collision coverage subject to a $200 deductible for
private passenger cars. Rates vary from $4 a year for trucks to $49 for late-model private
passenger cars, and also vary for other types of motor vehicles depending on size and usage.
From the inception of the Act in 1946 to Dec. 31, 1963, more than $70,000,000 was paid
in claims.

The Saskatchewan Government Insurance Office, under contract with the Saskatch-
ewan Department of Natural Resources, offers insurance to farmers covering damage
to unharvested crops by certain wildlife such as ducks, geese, sandhill cranes, deer, elk,
bear and antelope.

Information regarding the operation of the Saskatchewan Government Insurance
Office or the Automobile Accident Insurance Act may be obtained from the Office Librarian,
Saskatchewan Government Insurance Office, Regina, Sask.

Alberta.—Provincial government insurance in Alberta, coming within the purview
of the Alberta Insurance Act, relates (1) to the Alberta General Insurance Company, in
which the entire business of the fire branch of the Alberta Government Insurance Office
was vested by the Legislature on Mar. 31, 1948, and (2) to the Life Insurance Company
of Alberta, which was constituted on the same date to take over the life branch of the
Alberta Government Insurance Office. Each company is administered by a separate
board of directors. The Lieutenant-Governor in Council appoints the members to the
respective boards but the charter of the Life Insurance Company of Alberta provides for
the election of two policyholder directors. While both companies are Crown corporations,
they are not entitled to the usual immunities of the Crown, since they may sue and be
sued in any court of competent jurisdiction.

. A variety of agencies in Alberta offer forms of prepaid protection corresponding to
lngurance but the nature of the enabling legislation governing these plans emphasizes
the fact that they do not constitute insurance. Because such exemptions are specifically
provided by the insurance laws of the province, reference to these plans is necessary only
to make it clear that they do not come within the scope of the Alberta Insurance Act.
It should be noted that the Alberta Hail Insurance Act is administered by the Provincial
Treasurer but none of the provisions of the Alberta Insurance Act apply to the Alberta
Hail Insurance Board.

Further information on provincial insurance matters may be obtained from the
Superintendent of Insurance, Department of the Provincial Secretary, Edmonton, Alta.



